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DEFINITION: Graduate certificates are awarded by departments, colleges, and the Graduate 
School to recognize graduate-level accomplishment in a cluster of related graduate courses. They 
serve as the student's record of coherent academic accomplishment. They are not degrees, 
concentrations, minors, or certification programs. Some certificates are “free-standing” for students 
who desire focused graduate level education, but who may not wish to pursue a graduate degree. 



earned (NBg) cannot be used on the Plan of Study. Each certificate program should offer a sequence 



• Job placement rates 
• The median loan debt incurred by students who completed the program 
• Curriculum routing sheet with the appropriate departmental, college and university signatures 

 
CRITERIA FOR APPROVAL: The principles for assessing the academic quality of proposals are 
listed below. Deans, chairs, and other administrators will address resource issues in their statement 
of support. 
• Demonstrated need  
• Course work should offer clear educational objectives at the graduate level 
• Course work comprising the certificate program must be an integrated and organized sequence 

of study 
 
RECOGNITION: Students completing the certificate program will receive an appropriately 
worded certificate, provided by the Registrar. A notation will be made on the student's transcript 
when the certificate has been awarded. 
 
PROMOTION: Approved graduate certificate programs will be listed in the Graduate Catalog and 
advertised appropriately.  
 
QUALITY AND ASSESSMENT: All WSU courses for graduate credit are taught by graduate 
faculty who have been reviewed for currency in their subject matter, scholarship or creative work, 
and teaching experience appropriate to teaching in specific graduate certificate programs. 
Certificate programs are initially approved through the process defined. Certificate programs are 
normally approved for three years, after which they will be reviewed and recommended for 
continuation or discontinuation.   
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