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https://www.un.org/disarmament/ccw-amended-protocol-ii/
https://www.un.org/disarmament/ccw-amended-protocol-ii/
https://www.interpol.int/en/Crimes/Terrorism/Chemical-and-Explosives-terrorism/Project-Watchmaker
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/topics/enforcement-and-compliance/activities-and-programmes/security-programme/programme-global-shield.aspx
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/topics/enforcement-and-compliance/activities-and-programmes/security-programme/programme-global-shield.aspx
https://tripwire.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/OBP-Counter-IED-Resource-Guide-2017.pdf


ã American Model United Nations 

The efforts by the United Nations to regulate the use and impact of IEDs over the years have been 
met with varying degrees of success. There is clear language in international law that places 
regulations on the use of landmines and more formalized explosives, but international law 
regarding IEDs remains unclear. There have been strides in international efforts to prevent large 
scale surplus munitions from being used to create IEDs as demonstrated by projects such as 
Programme Global Shield and Project Watchmaker. However, measuring the success of these 
programs is difficult as data is rarely standardized and information often goes undocumented. 
Further complicating counter-IED efforts, IEDs continue to be an evolving challenge as new IED 
technologies are developed. Changes in IED design and components means that strategies to 
counter IEDs must also evolve if they are to be successful.  
 
There is general support for the reduction of IEDs among the international community; however, 
the main points of contention tend to come with regard to definitions and standards, how IEDs 
should be detected and disposed of, and who should hold actors responsible. Due to the growing 
threat of IEDs in conflict areas and the indiscriminate impacts of these weapons, the need for 
expanded action on this topic is critical yet presents unique challenges. Discussions around 
establishing international standards and a formal definition of IEDs have been ongoing but have 
not developed consensus. Without these standards and definitions, comprehensive monitoring by 
States is not possible. However, it has been suggested that the framework for building a 
comprehensive IED capacity plan can be found in the adjacent work performed by the General 
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https://reliefweb.int/report/world/handbook-capacity-development-mine-action
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United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs. The Convention on Certain Conventional 
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United Nations, Security Council (2015). Threats to international peace and security caused by 
terrorist acts. S/RES/2255 (2015). 
 
United Nations, Security Council (2014). Threats to international peace and security caused by 
terrorist acts. S/RES/2161 (2014). 
 
 
 

Topic 2: International cooperation to counter the world drug problem 

Despite the work that has been done by the international community, drugs continue to contribute 
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