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1. Departmental purpose and relationship to the University mission (refer to instructions in the WSU 
Program Review document for more information on completing this section). 

 
a. University Mission:   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

b. Program Mission (if more than one program, list each mission):  
 
The mission of the mals program is to provide students the opportunity to design an individual 
interdisciplinary master’s degree program by drawing on the resources of three or more departments.  
Many students have academic interests that do not neatly align with any of our current graduate 
programs but which can be pursued by combining courses from three or more areas and working under 
the supervision of faculty in those areas.  For example, WSU does not have a graduate program in 
Medieval & Renaissance Studies but students interested in the area can combine course work in the 
departments of History, English, Art History, Philosophy, and Modern and Classical Languages to create 
a curriculum that mirrors graduate programs in medieval and renaissance Studies at other institutions.  
Given the breadth and extent of WSU’s existing graduate programs, the opportunities for serious 
interdisciplinary graduate work are extensive:  Asian Studies, American Studies, Classical Studies, 
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3. Academic Program: Analyze the quality of the program as assessed by its curriculum and impact on students.  
Complete this section for each program (if more than one).  Attach program assessment plan (s) as an 
appendix (refer to instructions in the WSU Program Review document for more information). 
 

a. For undergraduate programs, compare ACT scores of the majors with the University as a whole.   
Last 3 Years  
 

Total Majors - 

From fall semester 
ACT – Fall Semester 

(mean for those reporting) 
 Majors  All University Students - FT 

Year 1�Æ 
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expertise.  

Ability to conduct interdisciplinary 
research 

Integration of research in thesis/final project Year One: Four theses/final 
projects were reviewed.  All 
demonstrated the successful 
integration of research from 
the various disciplines. 
 
Year Two:  One thesis was 
reviewed and it demonstrated 
the integration of research 
from various disciplines. 
 
Year Three: Nine theses/final 
projects were reviewed.  All 
demonstrated the successful 
integration of research from 
various disciplines. 

Ability to present the results of 
original research in both a written 
and oral form 

Thesis/final project and oral defense Year One: Four theses/final 





   8 

      The overall quality of the program is excellent.   The extent and breadth of existing graduate 
programs at WSU provides mals students practically unlimited 
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6. Report on the Program’s goal (s) from the last review.  List the goal (s), data that may have been collected to 
support the goal, and the outcome.  Complete for each program if appropriate (refer to instructions in the WSU 
Program Review document for more information on completing this section). 

   
 
The last review of the MALS program was conducted in the Spring of 2010 as a consequence of being triggered for low 
numbers of graduates.  At that time the following goals were established for the next three years. 
 
 (For Last 3 FYs) Goal  (s) Assessment Data Analyzed Outcome 

 Recruit 10 new students to the 
program each year 

Admission statistics We admitted 15 new students 
for FY 2010 and 18 for FY 
2011.  We have already 
admitted 12 students for the fall 
of 2011 so the number of 
admitted students for FY 2012 
already exceeds the target. 

Maintain a minimum of 25 
students in the program each 
year 

Enrollment statistics There were 36 students active 
in the mals program in the fall 
of 2009 and 30 students active 
in the fall of 2010. 

Graduate a minimum of 5 each 
year 

Graduation statistics We graduated 9 students during 
FY 2010 and have graduated 3 
so far during FY 2011 and 2 are 
pending July 2011 graduations.  

 

    7.  Summary and Recommendations 

 

a. Set forth a summary of the report including an overview evaluating the strengths and concerns.  List 
recommendations for improvement of each Program (for departments with multiple programs) that 
have resulted from this report (relate recommendations back to information provided in any of the 
categories and to the goals and objectives of the program as listed in 1e).  Identify three year goal (s) for 
the Program to be accomplished in time 
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