
First-Year Seminar (FYS) Proposal  
 
Motion:  To require all incoming first time in college (FTIC) students to enroll in a First Year Seminar (FYS) during their 
first or second semester at WSU starting AY 2021-22, with the course to count toward a general education 
requirement in the arts, humanities, social sciences or natural sciences (as determined by the general education 
committee). 
 

Rationale:  FYS courses are designed to help new students make a successful transition to campus, both academically 
and personally. The courses aim to foster a sense of belonging and promote engagement in the curricular and co-
curricular life of the ungested by the instructors who have led this effort.  These revisions include: a sharper focus on the overarching goals, 
more clearly articulated learning outcomes, as well as a revised syllabus that clarifies the required content/structure and 
the optional parameters to help faculty effectively design their courses.  It should be noted, however, that some “pilot 
fatigue” is setting in.  A large number of faculty have express


